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Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1923. 


Mr.  Chaii’man  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  annual 
report,  which,  thoughH|bt  such  a markedly  good  one  as 
that  of  last  year,  still,  is  not  a very  bad  one. 


The  crying  need  is  for  more  houses,  and  I have  to  report 
that  not  a single  house  has  been  built  during  the  year. 


Ai’ea  of  district  (acres)  . . 2018 

This  means  that  the  total  number  of  inhabited  houses 

is  1166. 

With  four  rooms  or  less 

782 

With  5 rooms 

212 

With  6 rooms 

214 

More  than  6 rooms 

48 

The  number  of  families  (1921),  estimated 

at  1431. 

Population  at  the  census  of  1921—5660. 

Rateable  value  £14688. 

A penny  rate  gives  £60  4s. 

Rate  now  is  6s.  8d. 

Estimated  population  of  1922  . . 

. . 5696 

Estimated  population  of  1923  . . 

. . 5736 

Number  of  Deaths  — Males  31,  Females  33  . . 

64 

Number  of  Births — Males  87,  Females  55  . . 

142 

The  following  deaths  of  Dar field  residents  have  taken 

place  in  institutions,  etc.  outside  the  area  : — 

Enteric  Fever  (M)  . . 

Age. 

51 

Influenza  (F) 

74 

Pneumococcal  Peritonitis  (F)  . . 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis  (F) 

25 

Senile  Decay  (M) 

71 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (M) 

73 

Mastoiditis  Cerebral  Abscess  (M) 

20 

Accident  (M) 

50 

Accident  (M) 

33 

Atrisia  of  Colon  (M) 

(days)  11 

Pneumococcal  Peritonitis  (F)  . . 

7 

Total  deaths  attributable  to  the  district  including  the 

above  is  64. 

RATES. 


England  ales, 


1923 

1922 

1923 

1 Birth-rate  per  1000 
population 

24.7 

19.7 

2 Death-rate 

11.1 

8.9 

11.6 

3 Infantile  Mortality 
per  1000  births 

98.5 

74.3 

92.0 

(Five  illegitimate  children  born  ; of  these  three  are  dead). 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year . . . . . . 14 

(of  these,  three  were  illegitimate.) 


Causes  of  Death. 

Enteric  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tuberculous  of  Respiratory  Organs  . . . . . . 6 

(Five  males  and  one  female.  Ages  : M.  67,  67,  52,  52,  30, 

F.  21.  ) 

Cancer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . • . 4 

Arterio  Sclerosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Bronchitis . . . . . . . . • . . • • . 4 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . • . • . 6 

Other  Respirator}^  Diseases  . . . . . . . . 3 

Diarrhoea  (Infantile)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . . . • . . . • . 1 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . ^ • • . • • • 2 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . • . • • • • 1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Prematurity  • • — • • 5 

Deaths  from  Violence  . . . . . . . . . • 2 

Other  defined  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 14 


Total  . . . . . . . . • . 64 

N.B.— Nineteen  deaths  are  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs,  or  about  28  per  cent. 


3 

AGES  AT  DEATH. 


Und-^pne  year  14 

One  ^rfive  years  . . . . 3 

Five  to  fifteen  years  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Fifteen  years  to  twent^^ve  yearn  . . . . . . 4 

Twenty -five  to  Forty- 7 
Forty-five  to  sixty  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Sixty  and  over  . . . . . . . . . . ‘ . 22 

Total 64 


N.B.— 

1 Rather  a high  infantile  mortality. 

2 A large  number  of  deaths  over  the  age  of  60,  and  yet 

only  one  of  these  reached  the  age  of  80. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
(Cases  notified). 

Pneumonia 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas . . . . . . > . 

Diphtheria 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Enteric  Fever 

Chickenpox  (part  of  the  year)  . . 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (treated  and  cured  at  home) 


67 

24 

13 

8 

7 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Undoubtedly  the  most  marked  condition  is  the  liability 
of  the  people  to  disease  of  the  respiratory  system.  This  is 
shown  both  in  the  death  statistics,  where  28  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths  are  due  to  respiratory  disease,  and  in  the 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  where  there  are  91 
notifications  of  respiratory  disease  out  of  a total  of  131 
cases  notified. 

The  cases  of  Pneumonia  numbered  67  ; of  these  40 
cases  were  notified  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year, 
it  would  therefore  be  perhaps  fair  to  conclude  that  a large 
number  of  these  were  attributable  to  the  condition  of  the 
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weather  ^during  those  four  months  ; still  there  are  27  cases 
to  be  accounted  for  distributed  over  the  remainin^||onths 
of  the  y6ar  ; no  month  has  been  free  from  a noSRation 
of  a case  of  pneumonia.  We  have  previously  found  {vide 
my  report  on  the  year  1922)  tha^^ring  the  prevalence  of 
a coal  strike  there  are  practicMfc  no  notifications  of 
pneumonia  ; therefore  there  mus^be  something  connected 
with  the  active  carrying  on  of  the  coal  industry  which 
vitiates  the  atmosphere  and  induces  the  prevalence  of 
pneumonia.  Now  there  seems  to  me  to  be  two  elements 
which  produce  this  result,  one  is  the  large  amount  of  smoke 
given  off  from  the  colliery  chimneys  (true  at  a very  con- 
siderably altitude),  the  other  is  the  vapour  given  off  from  the 
bi-product  plants  at  the  different  collieries.  It  of  course 
requires  a chemical  expert  to  state  exactly  what  these 
vapours  contain,  but  they  seem  to  me  to  have  produced  a 
harmful  effect  on  the  plants  and  trees  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
and  if  this  obtains  for  plant  life,  no  doubt  it  will  also  be 
detrimental  to  animal  life. 

On  the  other  hand.  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  does  not 
seem  to  be  so  much  affected  by  climatic  conditions,  and 
the  stream  of  notifications  is  fairly  even  throughout  the  year, 
though  one  would  have  expected  that  vitiation  of  the  atmos- 
phere would  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  recovery  of  any 
case  when  once  it  has  been  contracted.  The  two  -main 
factors  in  the  causation  of  Tuberculosis,  viz.,  infection  from 
without,  and  overcrowding,  have  been  constant  whether  the 
pits  work  or  not.  Now  the  collieries  themselves,  as  a whole, 
are  not  situated  in  our  area,  so  that  the  only  suggestion  I 
can  make  to  remedy  the  smoke  evil  is  that  an  injunction 
should  be  taken  out  to  prevent  the  pollution  (as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  sewerage  discharged  in  past  years  into  the  River 
Dearne).  I may  mention  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  West 
Riding  Medical  Officer  that  something  should  be  done  to 
remedy  the  smoke  nuisance. 

With  regard  to  the  housing  question,  for  this  undoubtedly 
has  a bearing  on  the  mortality  due  to  respiratory  diseases. 
As  I have  said  before,  no  new  houses  have  been  built  in 
Darfield  during  the  year  ; the  population  has  increased 
both  in  the  natural  way  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  and 
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also  by  the  importation  into  the  district  of  people  who  used 
to  w(^||k  in  the  ^district,  but  lived  at  a distance  ; most  of 
these ^Ive  not  got  a house  of  their  own  but  are  living  as  a 
second  f amilj^^  in  a house  designed  for  only  one  family.  Further 
the  closet  accommodation  is  only  intended  for  one  family, 
and  now  has  to  serve  .|||||  needs  of  two  families.  Of  course 
all  this  is  bad,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  way  out 
of  it  unless  the  Council  were  to  consider  the  policy  of  erecting 
a certain  number  of  temporary  houses  {e.g.,  sinker’s  cottages) 
to  tide  the  district  over  the  next  few  years.  However, 
whether  this  is  done  or  no,  at  any  rate  we  could  see  that 
•such  closet  accommodation  as  there  is  should  ^ be  kept  in 
apple  pie  order.  No  ashbin  grates  should  be  allowedi-to 
remain  broken,  a covered  receptacle  for  material  which  will 
not  pass  through  the  grates  should  be  provided  and  penalties 
should  be  enforced  for  putting  unsuitable  refuse  into  the 
ashbin,  and  for  throwing  refuse  on  to  the  surface  of  the 
backyards  or  of  .the  streets. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  when  making  my  regular  inspec- 
tions of  the  district,  I find  that  some  of  the  repairs  to  the 
houses  have  been  carried  out.  There  is  still  much  more  to 
be  Hone  in  this  direction. 

Thirteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  five  of  them  from  one  house.  The  total  number  did 
not  'constitute  an  epidemic,  and  the  other  cases  were 
sporadic  both  in  time  and  distribution.  With  regard 
to  the  22  deaths  of  those  over  60,  in  which  only  one  person 
reached  the  age  of  80.  These  deaths  were  not  attributable 
to  hard  work,  many,  in  fact  the  majority,  were  women  who 
had  as  a rule,  led  fairly  sheltered  lives.  They  point  to  the  fact 
that  Darfield  is  not  to  be  considered  to  be  a health  resort, 
and  I find  it  quite  a common  statement  for  residents  here 
who  have  the  opportunity  of  spending  part  of  their  time 
elsewhere,  to  say  that  they  never  feel  well  in  this  district. 
I believe  that  what  they  say  is  correct,  and  in  some  ways 
“ the  motor  wave  ’’  which  has  swept  over  the  country  has 
kept  many  of  the  younger  generation  much  more  healthy 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  been,  as  it  has  enabled  them 
to  spend  at  any  rate  part  of  their  time  in  districts  which  have 
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very  much  purer  air.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a danger 
of  their  failing  to  take  the  amount  of  walking  exercis^^hich 
is  so  beneficial  to  health. 

With  regard  to  the  nursing  of  the  district. 

We  have  a district  nurse,  parll(^paid  for  by  voluntary 
contributions  in  bulk,  and  partly  paid  for  by  weekly  con- 
tributions of  those  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  her 
services  ; these  weekly  contributions  have  been  collected 
by  voluntary  helpers,  and  the  system  does  not  always  work 
well.  One  of  the  results  of  this  is  that  frequently  those  in 
need' of  the  nurse’s  assistance  are  “ not  in  benefit,”  and  that 
the  total  number  of  weekly  contributions  to  the  nursing 
fund  has  been  gradually  diminishing.  As  is  usually  the 
case,  those  who  are  most  likely  to  need  the  nurse’s  services 
are  often  the  most  improvident.  I think  the  districts  in 
which  the  voluntary  contribution  is  deducted  from  the 
worker’s  pay  (of  course  with  his  consent)  before  he  receives 
it,  are  in  the  most  satisfactory  condition  both  with  regard 
to  efficiency  of  service  and  financial  soundness. 

There  are  three  certified  midwives  working  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  I think  that  their  work  has  been  satisfactorily 
done.  There  is  an  infant  clinic  once  a week,  which  has  been 
only  fairly  well  attended  ; the  nurse  in  charge  of  this,  also 
inspects  children  in  the  schools. 

The  Local  Authority  pays  an  agreed  sum  per  annum, 
based  on  the  size  of  its  population,  to  the  upkeep  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ; it  also  pays  an  agreed  sum 
per  week  for  each  patient  whom  it  sends  to  the  hospital 
and  who  is  treated  there. 

The  General  Hospitals  receive  contributions  raised  in 
various  ways,  e.g.,  collections  at  places  of  worship,  entertain- 
ments, . sports,  Hospital  Sunday  gatherings,  etc.  The 
amounts  so  raised  are  distributed  amongst  the  various 
hospitals  as  the  need  seems  to  require. 

During  the  year  an  unusually  virulent  attack  of  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  attacked  the  inmates  of  a cottage  situated 
in  one  of  the  oiitlying  hamlets  ; the  whole  household  was 
prostrated,  and  it  was  evident  that  unless  something  was 
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done,  there  would  be  several  deaths  in  the  house.  The 
Counoj^considered  that  this  was  an  emergency  which  they 
must^Re  and  provided  a special  trained  nurse  to  attend 
to  the  invalids.  The  farmer,  on  whose  premises  the  out- 
break took  place,  provided  the  nurse  with  lodgings,  food 
and  sleeping  accommc^fcion.  The  results  were  eminently 
satisfactory  and  no  live^were  lost. 

No  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  in 
the  district,  though  contributions  are  paid  to  homes  outside 
the  area  which  have  been  made  use  of  in  the  past. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

With  the  advance  of  modern  surgery,  and  the  new 
methods  of  treating  disease,  the  tendency  has  been  to 
utilise  the  services  of  the  surrounding  hospitals  much  more 
than  used  to  be  the  case.  The  surgeon  of  my  youth  used 
to  take  a pride  in  so  perfecting  his  knowledge  and  equipping 
his  surgery  that  he  felt  competent  to  tackle  almost  anything 
which  might  be  put  in  his  hands.  This  has  now  been 
entirely  altered,  and  the  modern  surgeons  are  instructed 
that  it  is  only  fair  to  their  patients  to  give  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  benefiting  by  the  latest  advances  both  in  medicine, 
surgery  and  special  diseases. 

This  means  that  much  more  use  must  be  made  of  the 
large  general  hospitals,  and  in  a smaller  degree  of  the 
local  hospitals,  than  was  the  custom  formerly.  Conse- 
quently provision  has  to  be  made  for  the  conveyance  of 
patients  without  undue  distress,  in  an  ambulance  to  the 
place  where  the  desired  treatment  can  be  obtained.  The 
Council  have  felt  the  desirability  of  this,  and  have  made 
a working  arrangement  by  which  the  Barnsley  Borough 
Ambulance  can  be  used  when  required  ; of  course  this  only 
provides  for  the  removal  of  patients  to  Barnsley,  and  there 
is  still  need  for  some  provision  to  be  made  for  the  removal 
of  patients  to  the  larger  hospitals. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  district  to  remove  every  case 
of  the  following  diseases  : — Small  Pox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  and 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica,  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Pneumonia  and  Measles  not 
removed. 

There  is  no  difficulty  , about  the  notification  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  ; the  patients  seem  t||^nsider  it  to  be  rather 
an  honour  to  be  notified  as  sufrOng  from  this  disease. 
Consequently  all  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  have  been 
notified.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  at  Barnsley, 
provides  an  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  patients  who  have 
one  of  the  diseases  which  we  send  away.  A small  supply  of 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  Council.  The  West 
Riding  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  carries  out  most  of  the 
Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  required. 

The  only  complaints  which  I have  received  during  the 
year  related  either  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  suitable 
houses,  or  to  the  failure  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  to  keep  pace 
with  the  increased  demands  on  their  services  caused  by  the 
increase  in  the  population  of  individual  houses.  It  is 
obvious  that-  if  a house  holds  twice  its  normal  population, 
its  ashpit  will  require  to  be  emptied  twice  as  frequently  as 
it  used  to  be. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  conclude  my 
report  by  making  a tribute  to  the  very  successful  scheme 
launched  by  the  Miners’  Welfare  Fund.  It  is  a great  boon 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  at  the  same  time, 
provides  an  agreeable  resting  place  for  the  aged  and  the 
infirm  ; a satisfactory  bowling  green  for  the  middle-aged, 
and  a much  appreciated  sports  side  in  the  shape  of  grass 
and  hard  tennis  courts  for  the  use  of  the  rising  generation 
The  work  was  well  and  expeditiously  carried  out,  and  has 
proved  to  be  a great  success. 

I remain,  gentlemen. 

Your  humble  servant, 

R.  F.  CASTLE. 
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Sewage  Disposal  Works, 
Darfield, 

Near  Barnsley. 


Dear  Sir, 


June  Jth,  1924. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  annual  report 
on  samples  taken  by  the  River  Inspector.  Only  one  has 
been  taken,  the  result  of  which  is  given  in  Table  1.  The 
figures  from  the  Monthly  Reports  are  given  in  Table  2. 


Yours  faithfully, 


H.  S.  MERCER. 


TABLE  I. 


Nitric 

Oxygen  absorbed 

in 

Date. 

Nitrogen. 

4 hours  at  80f. 

Remarks 

1923— May  9 

. . 3.45 

.45 

Good. 

TABLE 

II. 

Date.  Nitric  Nitrogen. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4 hours  at  80f. 

1923— April 

4.00 

.36 

May 

3.30 

.44 

June 

3.54 

.36 

July 

3.67 

.50 

August 

3.56 

.44 

September 

3.66 

.44 

October 

3.98 

.47 

1 924 — J anuary 

3.68 

.48 

February 

3.32 

.46 

March 

3.81 

.46 

Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000 
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Council  Offices, 

Barfield, 


924. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  1^  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
the  year  1923. 


Scavenging. 

During  the  year  the  district  was  worked  through  as 
systematically  as  possible  every  four  weeks,  in  some  cases 
the  ashpits  required  more  frequent  emptyings,  these  were 
dealt  with  the  following  morning  after  the  complaints  were 
made. 

Through  the  year  3197  ashpit  emptyings  were  made  and 
4497  loads  of  nightsoil  and  refuse  were  removed.  Compared 
with  the  year  1922,  the  figures  show  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  ashpits  emptied  of  193  and  a decrease  of  30  in  the  number 
of  loads  removed. 

About  80  per  cent,  of  the  nightsoil  was  deposited  on 
the  Council’s  Tip  and  20  per  cent,  on  the  land  in  the  Low 
Valley  area. 

All  accumulations  of  paper  and  combustible  material 
were  collected  and  burnt  periodically  near  the  tip. 

Annual  Cost. 

The  total  cost  of  this  department  for  the  financial  year 
was  £725  or  3/2  per  load  removed  against  3/5  per  load  in 
the  year  1922. 

Removal  of  Nightsoil  by  Motor  Lorry. 

A trial  has  been  made  of  the  removal  of  nightsoil  by 
Motor  Lorry,  and  the  result  of  the  trial  proved  that  slightly 
more  work  was  done  during  the  month  than  would  have  been 
done  by  the  two  carts  usually  employed  in  that  department. 

Nuisances. 

During  the  course  of  inspection  of  the  district  1218 
premises  were  visited,  and  preliminary  notices  were  served 
in  110  cases  and  complied  with. 
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Statutory  Notices. 

^D-ht  Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  complied 
witl^^Kring  the  year. 

Conversions. 

The  privy  conve^j^ns  completed  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  have  proved  very  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  the 
water  supply. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Eleven  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  the  removal 
of  infectious  cases. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  four  slaughterhouses  registered  in  the 
district,  these  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found 
to  be  hme  washed  and  satisfactorily  kept. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Only  one  offensive  trade  (Tripe  Dressing)  is  carried  on 
in  the  district,  these  premises  have  been  inspected  frequently 
and  found  to  be  kept  clean. 

Dairies,  Coiosheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  three  registered  cowkeepers.  Five  cow- 
keepers  and  retailers,  and  eight  retailers  of  milk  in  the 
district.  These  Cow  sheds  have  been  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Housing. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  to  72  houses,  during  the 
year.*- - 


Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  WHITEHEAD, 
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